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A new resource for helping 
unemployed, underemployed 

 

  Does your nonprofit work with 
individuals who are unemployed or 
underemployed? If the answer is yes, 
then we hope you can make use of a 
new online resource for helping 
people who are unemployed. The 
Indiana Chamber of Commerce has  

unveiled IndianaSkills.com as a searchable database of 
real-time job statistics for every region of the state. The site 
is free and available to the public.  

The database includes information for occupations in 
Indiana requiring at least a high school diploma but less 
than a four-year degree (associate's degrees, certificates, 
and industry certifications) based on what's requested or 
required in employer job ads. 

Please visit www.indianaskills.com for more information. 

 

Disaster aftermath: your help is 
still needed 

With the ongoing relief needs of individuals affected 
by Hurricane Sandy and the recent explosion in Indianapolis 
that displaced 200 people from their homes, please consider 
donating to the Red Cross or a reputable disaster response 
organization of your choice. It is our hope that relief 
organizations and individuals get all the resources they 
need to adequately serve the victims of these tragedies, 

________________ 

Quick Links: 

Indiana OFBCI 

One Stop Shop 

AmeriCorps Indiana 

State of Indiana 

_________________ 

  

Community events: 

 Nov. 14 - Center 
on Philanthropy's 
Annual 
Symposium 

 Nov. 15 - Indiana 
Grantmakers 
Annual Fall 
Conference 

 Nov. 15 - Indiana 
Philanthropy Day  

 Nov. 15 - Deadline 
to indicate interest 
in VISTA 

 Dec. 4-5 - Indiana 
Youth Institute's 
Because Kids 
Count Conference 

 Dec. 4-6 - 
Governor's 
Council for People 
with Disabilities 
Conference 

 Dec. 6 - Indiana 
Commission on 
Community 
Service and 
Volunteerism 
board meeting 
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especially as we head into the holiday season. 

 
Host a VISTA: get sustainable assistance 
for your nonprofit or public agency 

Is your organization interested in expanding its reach, 
developing new programs, increasing volunteer retention, 
securing grants, developing evaluation systems, increasing 
fundraising capacity, or other activity that fosters a 
sustainable approach to eliminating poverty in Indiana? If 
so, the VISTA program may be right for you. 

The Indiana State Office for the Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS) is planning its 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) program for the 
2013 year and your organization has a chance to apply. 

Though the CNCS office may not limit its search to the 
following, please consider if their 2013 priorities may be a 
match with your organization: 

•     Multi-site initiatives, expanding their reach 
•   Increased Summer VISTA programming (10 week full 
time members that can do direct service) specifically 
focused on education or hunger 
•    Veteran’s Initiatives 
•    Programs that can support larger numbers of members 

VISTA is a national volunteer service program which 
harnesses the talents of over 6,00 full time volunteers in the 
important mission of eradicating poverty at the community 
level. VISTA members are deployed to non-profit and public 
agencies to help build capacity to fight poverty in the 
community and develop local solutions to community needs. 
Each member serves at the host location for one year. 

If your organization is interested in hosting a VISTA 
member, the CNCS wants to hear from you! Please email 
Indiana's CNCS office at in@cns.gov to state your interest 
and to get more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dec. 11 - Indiana 
Statehood Day 

 Dec. 14 - Deadline 
to nominate for an 
ICRC Torchbearer 
award 

 Jan. 21 - Martin 
Luther King Day of 
Service 

 Feb. 8-11 - ALDE 
International 
Educational 
Conference (fund 
raising, marketing, 
communications) 

 Mar. 9-17 - 
AmeriCorps*Week 

 

 
Get faster updates 
on Twitter 

 

  

...Or on Facebook 

 
For faster, official updates, 
follow the OFBCI 
on Twitter or on Facebook 

No Twitter? No 
problem. Get texts. 

If you can receive text 
updates, you can get Twitter 
updates from us without 
joining Twitter. Simply text 
"follow INOFBCI" on your 
mobile phone to this 
number: 40404. 
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Indiana AmeriCorps lends 
helping hand to Sandy victims 

 

Kim Alrobaee (left) stands with a volunteer next to an 
Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV) as part of the Red 
Cross’ national fleet of vehicles used for mobile feeding and 
bulk distribution in New Jersey. 

by Rebekah DeLine 
American Red Cross of Indiana - St. Joseph County 
Chapter 

Indiana Response and Preparedness (RAP) Corps 
members throughout the state have been invaluable as the 
Red Cross continued to respond to Hurricane Sandy. Of the 
21 members in the program (a mix of full-time and half-
time), six are currently deployed. 

Members are serving in a variety of capacities and locations 
in meeting the needs of Hurricane Sandy victims. Please 
join us in recognizing these members as they serve: 

 Amanda (Mandy) Urbina is a second term member 
serving at the Red Cross of North Central Indiana in 
the Kokomo office. She is currently serving as a 
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caseworker in New Jersey. 

 Amy Poffenberger is a first term member serving at 
the Red Cross of Northeast Indiana at their Fort 
Wayne office. Amy is currently serving in a New 
Jersey shelter. 

 Kimberly Alrobaee is a second term member 
serving at the Red Cross in South Bend. She is 
deployed in staff services specializing in working 
with spontaneous community volunteers in New 
Jersey – and was specifically requested because 
she deployed in a similar capacity last year for the 
Colorado wildfires. 

 Christopher Waltz is a second term member serving 
at the Red Cross in Indianapolis. He is deployed in 
shelter operations and is working at a shelter about 
45 minutes outside of Manhattan. 

 Emma Forthofer is a second term member serving 
at the Red Cross of North Central Indiana in 
Wabash. She is currently serving in New York after 
receiving special recognition for her work with the 
American Red Cross in West Virginia. 

 Angelique Carlson is a full time member deployed to 
Newark, NJ as a caseworker. She is in her first term 
with the program. 

All full and halftime members of the Indiana RAP Corps 
receive training in Red Cross disaster services. This 
includes Disaster Services Overview, Shelter Operations, 
Shelter Simulation, Client Casework, and Disaster 
Assessment. Most also become trained disaster instructors 
during their term of service. 

In addition, several RAP Corps members are set to go on 
deployment as soon as their colleagues return and those 
who are unable to deploy are helping to recruit, train, and 
send out new volunteers. 

 
OFBCI commissioner, Ivy Tech 
participate in Lilly Global Day of Service 

One month ago Lilly volunteers around the world spent the 
day partnering with local organizations and serving the 
community in their annual Global Day of Service. And in 
Indiana, 8,000 Lilly employees worked with civic, community 
and nonprofit organizations to rise in meeting community 
goals.  

Through his work at Ivy Tech Community College, Indiana 
Commission on Community Service and Volunteerism 
(ICCSV) member, Rick Bentley was happy to report on Ivy 
Tech's involvement with Lilly and Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful (KIB). 

Working in shifts from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Ivy Tech employees 
and students, KIB, and Lilly volunteers gave back to the 
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community by restoring the quality of the local watershed, 
removing invasive species and creating a warm and friendly 
waterfront for the community. 

As we head into Thanksgiving week, we at the OFBCI would 
like to state how thankful we are for our commissioners who 
serve, all who participate in events like the Global Day of 
Service, and the many readers who give their time to make 
their community a better place. 

As we give thanks for this, we invite you to share what you 
are thankful for when it comes to organizations and 
individuals who serve Indiana's communities. Email us, 
Tweet at us, or write on our Facebook page and let us 
know! 
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